
BELLINGHAM POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

ESHB 2015 Public Safety Funding Grant

Community-Centered Investments. Real Operational Impact

The Bellingham Police Department received $3.7 million through Washington state’s 
ESHB 2015 Public Safety Funding Program to strengthen staffing, expand behavioral 
health response, invest in modern technology, and improve transparency and public 
safety services.

$889K $688K $473K $498K
Three new 

officers funded
Alternative 
Response 

Team support

Drone First 
Respopnder 

program

Dashcam 
deployment

Why this Matters

The funding allows Bellingham PD to strengthen 
staffing, sustain behavioral health co-response 
programs, and invest in technology designed to 
improve transparency, reduce unnecessary 
armed responses, and support safer operations.

The investments directly support the 
department’s commitment to innovation, 
accountability, and community-centered 
policing.

This funding is a major 
morale boost for our 
department. It 
demonstrates that 
innovation is more than       
a word printed on our 
strategic plan.
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Community Impact

Supporting Safer, 
Smarter Public Safety
Grant funding will help expand 
behavioral health response efforts, 
improve officer retention, and 
enhance operational transparency 
through new technology and training 
investments.

The funding also supports long-term 
service delivery through additional 
staffing, records support, and 
professional development 
opportunities.

Drone First Responder technology

Dashcam for transparency

Safer Police Equipment

Additional training initiatives

Behavioral health co-response support

How the Funding Will Be 
Used

This grant gives hope, brings 
excitement, and acknowledges 
that investment in public safety 
is welcomed in the community 
we serve.

-Bellingham PD

Advice for Other 
Agencies
Bellingham PD encourages agencies 
pursuing grant funding to engage 
local elected leaders early and 
develop sustainable plans to continue 
successful programs after grant 
funding expires.

Start sustainability conversations early.


